SC1 Demonstrated knowledge of initiatives in student learning including the Standards, the Principles of Learning and Teaching P-12 and Assessment and Reporting Advice and the ability to design curriculum programs consistent with their intent. 


It is essential that students are provided with consistent and informed teaching practice that provides potential for them to learn and develop. I use the framework of VELS to ensure that I provide clear learning objectives for my students when planning units and lessons. VELS have been invaluable in providing guidelines as to how to record and assess student academic progress and achievement against the progression points. I consider that assessment should be purposeful and influence pedagogical strategies in the classroom which will contribute to the quality of student learning

• Incorporating Gardener’s theory of Multiple Intelligences during planning of lessons providing opportunities for oral, visual and kinesthetic learners and taking into account individual differences and abilities.

• Used the mathematics continuum to design a mathematics intervention with Grade 1 students to build on skip counting, place value and fact families skills.

• Planning learning experiences using the e5 model to engage students in learning and provide opportunities for them to explore and problem solve concepts with a “real life” focus.

• Use of a diverse range of pedagogical strategies such as Blooms Taxonomy to deepen higher order thinking and problem solving.

During my curriculum planning I  have drawn heavily upon  the six principles of learning (PoLT)  to ensure that  all of my students are provided with learning experiences that are meaningful and inclusive in a safe and supportive environment. I seek to plan activities that empower my classroom to take risks with their learning and encourage students to set their own goals and self reflections.

• As part of a technology day devised a self assessment rubric with a class of Grade 6 students to monitor and reflect upon individual contributions to working in a small group. We worked together to brainstorm what group work, feels, looks and sounds like using a Y chart and then built a rubric together.

• Created a charter of behaviour with Grade 1 students so as to provide an atmosphere that would assist with their learning and my teaching. This charter was used to encourage students to become self regulated learners.

If successful at Valkstone Primary, I would continue to use VELS, PoLT and quality assessment methodology to guide my teaching and pedagogical practice both individually and as part of a team.
SC2 Demonstrate an understanding of how students learn and effective classroom teaching strategies and the capacity to work with colleagues to continually improve teaching and learning. 

Learning is a unique and individual experience for all and exemplary teaching recognises that there is no “one size fits all” approach to student learning.  Learning can occur across a variety of mediums and students should have a choice to experiment with different methodologies and practices so as to personalise their education.   As mentioned in KSC1 I follow Gardener’s theory of Multiple Intelligences and provide a diverse range of activities to support student engagement and learning styles. My pedagogical practice is heavily influenced by the philosophies of Reggio Emilio and John Dewey and I relish the responsibility to create a learning environment where my students are able to, cooperate, explore and problem solve, making connections to life beyond the classroom. Learning will be an ongoing progression for myself and for my students and I look forward to developing strong working relationship with my peers and be open to their feedback so as to build upon my teaching skills. 

As a teacher candidate:

• Used e5 instructional methodology to create a series of science experiences based on changes in matter incorporating art and literacy activities to allow all students a choice of how they record findings and observations.

• Modelled effective use of planning tools for Grade 2 students writing narratives, providing students with a choice of tool to suit their needs- graphic organisers, story boards or data charts.

• Planned a literacy unit for grade 6 students catering for different learning styles and group work by representing parts of Henry Lawson’s The Roaring Days in small groups through, drawing, paraphrasing or drama.

• Created fluid groupings of students during lessons to promote cooperative learning, recognizing that group work should not be static and should reflect the needs of a diverse group of learners focusing on strengths and weakness allowing scaffolding and peer learning to occur.

• Planned literacy rotation activities with a choice of activities taking into account to support individual learning styles and to promote inferential comprehension and deeper understanding for Grades 1, 2 and 6

• Created a mathematics unit for Grade 2 students on the IWB covering 2D shapes and tessellation with a range of physical materials encouraging individual exploration and kinesthetic learning such as building a 3D city and creating a whole class tessellation pattern. 

• Implemented Edward De Bono six thinking hats with Grade 6 student’s literacy groups to encourage cooperative learning and promote higher order thinking amongst disengaged students.


SC3 Capacity to monitor and assess student learning data and to use this data to inform teaching for improved student learning. 

Assessment drives pedagogical practice and gives insight as to how to move students forward taking into account individual differences. I accumulate evidence of what my students “say, make and or do” through observation, anecdotal notes, rubrics and developmental maps. I use this evidence to guide my planning and to select which types of pedagogical strategies that will enhance my student learning experiences. I believe it is important to use a range of techniques to collect assessment examples, “for”, “of” and “as” learning and that we provide authentic and rich tasks. 

“Emma is able to identify children who have fully understood concepts and developed a range of

Strategies to assist those children that require further consolidation. Her eagerness to move all

Children forward and meet their individual needs are to be admired.” - Melbourne Girls Grammar 2010.

  As a teacher candidate:

• Used KWL technique with Grade 6 to inform my planning on Gold rush Unit of work as pre assessment planning tool.

• During the planning of a unit of work on 2/3 D shapes and tessellation, used questioning techniques to pre assess students and coupled with anecdotal notes to bridge gaps in student learning. I then used formal testing at the end of a mathematics unit on tessellation with Grade 2 to demonstrate assessment “of“learning
• Use of self reflection books with mathematics intervention students providing opportunity for them to set learning goals and to provide evidence of understanding and to plan where to go next with my teaching.

• Created rubric to assess Grade 2 students’ information reports focusing on the use and construction of paragraphs using VELS progression points so as to moderate class learning for reports.

• Taken observational notes during group work activity to assess student understanding of arrays and during small group multiplication activities so as to plan lessons targeting specific understandings.

• Undertaken PM Benchmarking running records with Prep – 2 so as to develop a range of targeted reading strategies to assist students and to review comprehension.

• Conducted Early Numeracy Interviews with Grades 1-2 and devised an intervention programme for lower ability students.

At Valkstone Primary, I would like to build upon my assessment skills and draw upon the methodology of my colleagues and ensure that assessment is purposeful and authentic and not simply to deliver information and data.
SC4 Demonstrated high level written and verbal communication skills and high level interpersonal skills including a capacity to develop constructive relationships with students, parents and other staff. 

Communication has always been the major strength through all of my career history with an emphasis upon my strong verbal skills. I believe that it is my responsibility as a teacher to model a high level of written and verbal communication to my students and to equip them with the tools to build and maintain meaningful relationships with one another. I lived in the UK for over 10 years and have travelled extensively throughout the world and I believe that this has given me the confidence to engage respectfully with different cultures and embrace diversity. I believe that I communicate effectively with students and feel privileged to have developed meaningful relationships with students across a variety of year levels. Effective communication is one of the essential components of building a collaborative and cooperative learning environment for my students.

My knowledge and experience has helped me to:

• Mediate and defuse classroom disputes and follow restorative practice with my students

• Understand and cater for students from diverse cultural backgrounds ensuring that all students have a “voice” in the classroom

• Plan lessons using Think Pair Share strategy to build upon students oral communication skills and solidify learning.

• Joining 5 distinctly different classroom environments and developing strong working relationship with students, colleagues and parents.

• Planned lessons where students in pairs interviewed one another about their holidays. Students had to plan and write the types of questions that they wanted to ask and we videotaped the interviews. This provided opportunity for students who struggle with their written communication to demonstrate oral proficiency. This activity was extremely engaging for my students and was a great alternative to traditional holiday writing activities.

• Demonstrated effective writing techniques with students through shared, interactive and modelled writing. During the writing of narratives, we focused on vocabulary development and through the use of adjectives and similes we improved a pre written text through a shared writing experience.

• After reading folk tales with Grade 2 students I used circle time to discuss the various issues and problems associated with tales and what we thought about the different messages the tales gave us. This provided a unique opportunity to further develop student comprehension and promote higher order thinking.
SC5 Demonstrated commitment and capacity to actively contribute to a broad range of school activities and a capacity to reflect on, evaluate and improve professional knowledge and practice. 

Teaching requires a broad range of knowledge and skills that are applied to different activities and events within the school setting. I think that being part of the school community is an enormous privilege I would hope that by contributing to a broad range of school activities this would allow me to learn more about my students culturally and socially. I have found being involved in school life to be deeply rewarding part of being a teacher and I envisage this being a source of great joy in the future. I am committed to reflecting upon my teaching so as to refine my knowledge and identify areas of development using the both the VIT and PoLT standards to evaluate my practices. Reflection has become an integral part of my teaching practice and ensures that I continually strive to improve professionally.   In addition I will keep up to date of new educational practices through attending professional development seminars and researching topics and technology that can improve my knowledge. Through working with my colleagues I will embrace new approaches/initiatives to improve my pedagogical practice and techniques

“Emma's constant reflection and refinement of her teaching is to be admired. She strives for

excellence and has taken on all feedback, integrating it into her lessons, ensuring constant

improvement.” Amanda Howes Melbourne Girls Grammar 2010
As a teacher candidate:

• Umpired and coordinated Friday soccer matches for Grade 6 interschool sport at Caulfield South Primary. 

• Helped Grade 6 students to prepare for weekly whole school assembly before school on Fridays

• Assisted with Grade 1 level rehearsals for Beaumaris Primary end of year performance 2009.

• Volunteered at Beaumaris Primary School Fete 2009.

• Undertook volunteer teaching at Valkstone Primary to build upon my professional practice knowledge.

• Attended various speaking events as part of the Deans Lecture series at Melbourne and Monash University, exploring new directions of improving school education in the 21st century.

• Attended Professional development sessions focusing on First Steps Number, 

• Attended Professional development Julia Sheppard on Comprehension.

• Attended development session at MGGS - Voice Thread technology 

Learning will be a continuous process for me and my students and I am keen to instil a culture of “life- long learners” in my classroom through self reflection, curiosity and explorative play.

